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| The Ancient Manufacture of White Saltmaking 


at S5uth and Northſhields, Sunderland and Bhth, ought to be pre- 
lerved and encouraged, for the enſuing Realons moſt hum- 


bly preſented. 


Irſt, That in the time of Hoſtility with Spazze and France, which 
, was in Anno 1627, 28, 29, 30. there was ſuch a ſcarcity of Salt in 
this Nation, that it was fold at extream rates, ( viz.) 5, 6,7, 8, 9, 
10. per BuſhAl, and upwards, and in many places in Ezg/and not 
. to be had forany mony. | 

2. When Peace was concluded beween England and Frarce, the King of France 
made an EdiR, that no Salt ſhould be exported out o: his Kingdom, upon confiſca« 
tion of Ship, Goods, and Life. 

5+ The Peace being concluded between Eng/and and Sraive, divers Merchants 
of England ſent between 2 and 3oo failof Ships to Spaine, to fetch Salt for the 
ſupply of this Nation, And the King of Spazre taking notice of Erglands ne- 
ceility thereof, did not only a lons time imbarge the faid Ships; bur did im» 
mediately impoſe upon his Salt ſuch a great Impoſition, that it came to 
the double value ot the Salc there uſually ſold : whereby the Merchants lo't 


T, 


many 1000 |, 


4. By making Salt-of Sea-water there's great quantities of courſe Coles ſpent there. 
which are the refuſe of their beſt Coal-mines, and fir for BY otherue, and fo the 
Owners 0: them ſelliag them for that uſe, are the better enabled to go crhreugh with 
their Colc-mines, in preventing mixture ofthoſe b2d with good, which otherwiſe 
would be to the great wanss I oi the whole Commonwealth. | 

5. Conſidering the great charge, coſt and pains beſtowed and disburſed before 
that Manufacture could be brought co perfeRion ; as firſt, out of a waſte and roce 
kie piece of ground adjoyning upon the River of 7 y»e, in taking uy che ſaid rocks 
and ſtones, and in building Wharfs and Staiths along the ſaid River, and after in 
placing Salt- pans thereupon ; the removing of which rocks hath made the. River 
thereabouts far better navigable chan before, though with great charge to them, 

2. After the Salt-pans were erected, the late Deane and Chapter compelled your 
Petitioners the Salt-makers, to take Leaſes of them tor the ſaid Wharfs and Salt- 
pans and forced them to pay an annuali rent for the ſame, and every ſeven years ro 
renew their Leaſe, or otherwiſe to pay a great ſumme it they continued them lon- 
ger ; Which brought a great charge upon them. 

3- In therime of chele late diſtraRtions and wars their Salt-works were deſtroyed 
and ruinated by the Kings Forces and the Scors, the re-building whereof hath coſt 
them many 1coo |. 

4- Since the repairing 2nd ce- buildings thereof, they have bcen lately compelled to 
purchiſe them ot the Commenwealch, whereby moſt of their Eſtates are engaged, 
and likely ro be the overthrow of them and their Families, who hath ſpent their E- 
ſtates in bringing ſuch a Native and good ManutaQture to pertieftion, which is able 
(ifencouraged ) to ſupply the whole Nation of Eg /:nd wit! Salt ſufficient for pre- 
ſerving both Fiſh, Fleſh, and other Victuals, without dependance upon any forreign 
Siate whatſoever,and then he it war or peace,ſcarcity or plenty,this Commonwealch 
may be ſupplyed with a ſufficiency of good Salt, and at moderate prices. 

5. If this ManufaRure be not encouraged, it wil) tend to the deſtruction of many 


Thouſands of poor People in thoſe places whoſe dependancy is wholly upon the laid 


Salt-works,who eat their daily Bread by their dayly Labour in that Manufacture. 


It « humbly praje1, T hat for theſe Reaſo»ns the Petition of the Salt-mik rs of 
North and Southſhields, Sunderlind and Blyth, depending inthe hanas of 


a ember of Parliament, my be tahen into ſp:edy conſideration, 


